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E.O. 11652: XGDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ETRD, EFIN, VE 

SUBJECT: PEREZ GUERRERO 

REF STATE 214395 

1. 1 APPRECIATED YOUR INCISIVE REPORT ON THE CONVERSATION WITH 
PEREZ GUERRERO. YOU HAVE HIM RIGHT. HE IS A TRUE BELIEVER. 

HIS STAFF IN CARACAS HAS GIVEN US MUCH THE SAME LINE ON THE 
SECRETARY'S SPEECH AS WE ARE REPORTING BY SEPTEL. 

2. PEREZ GUERRERO IS A PROBLEM FOR US HERE. NOT MANY 

VENEZUELANS SHARE HIS SENSE OF UNLIMITED AFFECTION FOR THE 

THIRD WORLD. (YOU WILL RECALL WHEN WE SAW HIM TOGETHER 

LAST WINTER HIS MIND-BOGGLING DESCRIPTION OF HOW MUCH AT HOME 

HE FEELS IN INDIA.) BUT HE HAS WIDE INFLUENCE BECAUSE HE IS 

COMPETENT, EXPERIENCED, A MASTER OF BUREACRATIC MANEUVER 

AND WITHOUT PRESIDENTIAL AMBITIONS— ALL RARE QUALITIES IN THIS 

GOVT. FURTHER, PEREZ GUERRERO HAS BUILT UP A COTERIE 

OF ABLE YOUNG ECONOMISTS AND TECHNICIANS WHO EITHER WORK DIRECTLY 

FOR HIM OR SPREAD HIS RELIGION IN OTHER PARTS OF THE GOVT. 

(REINALDO FIGUEREDO OF THE FOREIGN TRADE INSTITUTE IS THE OUT 
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STANDING EXAMPLE.) EVEN THE PRAGMATIC OLD-GUARD POLS IN AD LOOK ON 
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PEREZ GUERRERO AS A WISE ELDER STATESMAN, A "TEACHER OF US 
ALL" IN ALEJANDRO IZAGUIRRE'S REMARK TO ME. FURTHER, PEREZ 
GUERRERO HAS SURPRISINGLY GOOD CONNECTIONS WITH THE LOCAL 
PLUTOCRACY, IN PART NO DOUBT BECAUSE HE CONFINES HIS SCHEMES 
FOR THE REDISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH TO OUR WEALTH. 

3. MOST IMPORTANT IS THE PERCEPTION ON ALL SIDES THAT PEREZ 
GUERRERO IS AN INVALUABLE INSTRUMENT OF VENEZEULAN FOREIGN 
POLICY. HE HAS UNCHALLENGED CREDENTIALS WITH THE THIRD WORLD, 
AND SOLIDARITY WITH THE THIRD WORLD IS SEEN HERE AS 
ESSENTIAL TO PROTECTION OF A "JUST" PETROLEUM PRICE. THE OBJECTIVE 
IS TO STAY IN STEP WITH THE THIRD WORLD, NOT TO GET OUT IN 

FRONT OR FALL BEHIND. PEREZ GUERRERO IS ADROIT AT THAT KIND 
OF MANEUVERING. IN A SENSE, HE IS BEING USED FOR NARROW 
PURPOSES; BUT ON HIS SIDE HE IS USING THE GOV'S OVERRIDING 
FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVE TO ADVANCE HIS OWN IDEOLOGICAL 
INTERESTS. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO YOUR PARAGRAPH 9, 1 DOUBT THAT PEREZ 
GUERRERO WOULD ALLOW HIMSELF TO BE "ISOLATED" UNDER ANY 
FORESEEABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. HIS PRESIDENT WOULD HAVE HIS 
HEAD IF HE DID. MY IMPRESSION IS THAT THE PREVAILING CURRENTS 
IN THE LDC-OPEC BLOCK CONDITION HIS TACTICAL APPROACH TO US. 

IF "SOLIDARITY" IS SOLID HE TENDS TOWARD HARD-LINE BULLYRAGGING; 
WHEN STRAINS APPEAR HE SLIDES TOWARD CONCILIATION. I ALSO 
THINK, HOWEVER, THAT HE IS DISPOSED TOWARD TACTICAL MODERATION 
WHEN THE PROSPECT OF REAL CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE "BLOCS" 
SURFACES. CONTINUING AGGRAVATION BETWEEN US IS ONE THING; 

A REAL COLLAPSE OF THE "DIALOGUE" WOULD BE ANOTHER. HE MUST 
CALCULATE THAT A BREAK OF THAT KIND COULD ULTIMATELY THREATEN 
OPEC-LDC UNITY AND WITH IT THE PROTECTIVE COVERING IT IS HIS 
JOB TO ASSURE. 

5. YOU ARE PROBABLY RIGHT THAT PEREZ GUERRERO IS UNPERSUADABLE 
IN THE USUSAL SENSE. BUT IN THE END HIS IDEOLOGY REPRESENTS NO 
GREATER COMMITMENT THAN HIS GOVT'S PERCEPTION OF ITS 
SELF-INTEREST. HE IS IN NO POSITION TO PLAY CASTRO. HE WILL 

COME AROUND IF FAILING TO DO SO WOULD LEAVE VENEZUELA EXPOSED 
OUT THERE WITH THE ALGERIANS. IN THE MEANTIME, I THINK WE 
SHOULD KEEP TALKING TO HIM IN A "CORDIAL" WAY WHILE WE TRY TO 
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IMPRESS ON HIS MORE RECEPTIVE COLLEAGUES THE FACT THAT THE 
U.S. HAS ITS POLITICAL REALITIES TOO. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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